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CARS.COM TO GIFT CHICAGO NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WITH VEHICLE 
I Grow Chicago to receive a 2017 Chrysler Pacifica as part of a holiday charity initiative 

 
Chicago, Illinois (December 19, 2017) – Cars.com will donate a 2017 Chrysler Pacifica 
filled with winter gear to I Grow Chicago, a not-for-profit, community-based organization 
located on the South Side of Chicago. This effort comes as part of a recent Cars.com 
initiative, “Drive It Forward,” which focuses on bringing joy and happiness during the 
holidays and spreading love to the underserved. The Chrysler Pacifica won the 
company’s Best of 2017 Award earlier this year. The presentation will take place on 
Wednesday, December 20th from 4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m. at the I Grow Chicago 
headquarters located at 6402 S. Honore. Among the guest list for the special 
presentation is Alderman Raymond Lopez and Police Commander Ken Johnson. 
 
I Grow Chicago was founded in 2013 based on the pillars of connection, belonging and 
opportunity. The 501(c)3 organization has become a staple in the Englewood 
community, identified by their “Peace House,” a formerly abandoned house turned 
community center that serves as the central location for the organization’s efforts. I Grow 
Chicago offers educational and resourceful programs centered on yoga and mindful 
movement; creative expression, sustainability and urban farming; mentorship and skill 
building; and restorative justice and community building. The organization also offers a 
range of supportive services for community members in need, including a community 
pantry, a community kitchen, and laundry services. 
 
I Grow Chicago staff is excited that the organization was selected as the recipient of the 
Cars.com donation. Erin Vogel, I Grow Chicago Co-Executive Director, commented that 
the gifted car would be used “to move the community forward.” “We are grateful to 
Cars.com for their commitment to creating meaningful connections as well as their work 
in the community,” said Vogel. “This donation addresses the huge transportation barrier 
that we have here in Englewood.” Currently, the organization expenses $48 in bus cards 
per week to assist community members with getting to and from job interviews, 
orientations and the like. With this vehicle, I Grow Chicago staff will transport students to 
school and handle other necessary business of the organization. 
 



	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The partnership with I Grow Chicago is just one way that Cars.com builds meaningful 
connections with local communities. In addition to helping consumers find the right car at 
the right price at the right place, the company helps local retailers in communities across 
the U.S. maintain success by connecting them with in-market shoppers. 
 
“We’re happy to provide a safe transportation option for the I Grow organization and give 
back to an incredibly worthy cause right here in our backyard,” said Brooke Skinner 
Ricketts, Cars.com Chief Marketing Officer. “At our core, Cars.com helps build 
connections between people, and we believe in strengthening local communities for the 
greater good.” 
 
Cars.com™ is a leading two-sided digital automotive marketplace that creates 
meaningful connections between buyers and sellers. Launched in 1998 and 
headquartered in Chicago, the company empowers consumers with resources and 
information to make informed buying decisions around The 4Ps of Automotive 
MarketingTM: Product, Price, Place and Person, by connecting advertising partners with 
in-market car shoppers and providing data-driven intelligence to increase inventory turn 
and gain market share. A pioneer in online automotive classifieds, the company has 
evolved into one of the largest digital automotive platforms, connecting thousands of 
local dealers across the country with millions of consumers. Through trusted expert 
content, on-the-lot mobile features and intelligence, millions of new and used vehicle 
listings, a comprehensive set of pricing and research tools, and the largest database of 
consumer reviews in the industry, Cars.com is transforming the car shopping 
experience.  
 
Cars.com properties include DealerRater®, Auto.com™, PickupTrucks.com™ and 
NewCars.com®.  For more information, visit www.Cars.com.   
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